
February 2024 Diversity Message: 
 
Once again, we are reminded that it is Black History Month.  But what exactly does that 
mean?  Does it mean that one ethnic group is more celebrated than another?  Does it 
mean that other groups aren’t meaningful?  Why do we have a Black History Month, a 
Hispanic Heritage Month, a Native American Heritage Month, an Irish-American Heritage 
Month, Women’s History Month, Jewish-American History month, Older Americans Month, 
etc and not a White History Month, or other specific group months? 

 
Heritage months came about (and the first one sprang from the “Negro History Week” 
begun in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, a noted African American historian, scholar, 
educator and publisher) because people are naturally resistant to change.  According 
to Psychology Today, humans are resistant to change for several reasons, among which: 
we are motivated by negative emotions, we get trapped by thinking fallacies, and we forget 
that failure is usually a given.  No one can disagree that many diverse groups have been 
overlooked throughout American history due to many reasons; heritage months are a way 
to ensure that people can come to appreciate the contributions that others have given - so 
why do some people take issue with them? 

 
“But it isn’t fair that my group isn’t represented” is often heard when a heritage month, 
particularly Black History Month, is observed.  A friend once said it best “When someone 
says “it isn’t fair” just means that they didn’t get what they want” – or they are getting 
something they don’t want.  When someone talks about "it's not fair" about a heritage 
month, it is not they are feeling left out, it is that they are having negative emotions (which 
is a 'default setting' for the human brain and takes conscious work to overcome) about 
having to face the fact that our country has a history of believing in fallacies (a normal 
human 'default' that has to consciously be overcome); it is always difficult and 
uncomfortable to admit when you are wrong about a previously held opinion.  
 
Black History Month is similar to the long-standing military tradition of recognizing heroism 
and achievement, even if it is after the fact.  It is not uncommon to see stories of veterans 
being recognized for such deeds even decades after it happened on the battlefield.  Black 
History Month, and other heritage months, are of the same principle, recognizing the 
contributions that people of different diverse groups have made to our society and country, 
even though they are belated.  They also bring awareness of issues that a lot of times are 
more comfortable to overlook than confront. 
 
For example, it was believed by many people in positions of authority that Blacks were 
unable to fly because they didn’t possess the necessary thinking and physical skills to 
keep an airplane in the sky – yet our very own CAP was the first to have a Black female fly in 
the uniform of the United States.  We can all agree the Tuskegee Airmen shattered those 
negative opinions on its way to becoming one of the more storied units in WWII and an 
early flag-bearer for integration of the military and United States. 
 



One of our own Arkansas squadrons – the 801st  - is named for one of the original 
Supervising Squadron Commanders of the Tuskegee Airmen, Milton P. Crenchaw.  Dr. 
Milton Pitts Crenchaw is known as the father of Black Aviation in Arkansas.  Born on 
January 13th, 1919 in Little Rock, he was the first Arkansan to be successfully trained by 
the federal government as a civilian licensed pilot. 
 
After graduating Dunbar High School in Little Rock, he later enrolled at the historic 
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama in 1939.  Just the next year, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt proposed the training and inclusion of black pilots in the army because he saw a 
shortage of personnel in the aviation, pilot, and engineering sectors of 
government.  Crenchaw received partial training and physical examinations at Maxwell Air 
Force Base before returning to Tuskegee for advanced courses in aviation and piloting and 
graduating with his Commercial and Flight Instructor ratings in August 1941 

 
Crenchaw became a primary civilian flight instructor and eventually one of the two original 
supervising squadron commanders for the Tuskegee Airmen.  He and Charles Fox were the 
first instructors for the first group of student pilot trainees between 1941 and 1946.  Dr. 
Crenchaw's combined federal service record extends over 42 years with the US Army, the 
US Army Air Corps, and eventually the US Air Force.   
 
Following WWII, he went to become the first black flight instructor at Fort Novosel, 
previously known as Fort Rucker and the home of Army aviation, and as well as Fort 
Sill.  After over 10,000 hours in the air, he was selected to serve as an Equal Employment 
Opportunity officer with the Department of Defense and as a race relations officer at Fort 
Stewart in Georgia until he retired after 42 years of federal service in 1983. 
 
Even in retirement, Dr. Crenchaw continued his community service by working with US 
Senator Mark Pryor and US Congressman Vic Snyder regarding educational programs and 
campaigning for veterans’ benefits.  Arkansas native Milton Crenchaw is recognized 
nationally for his role as an instructional aviator and pilot trainer for the Tuskegee Airmen, 
receiving numerous awards and honors.   
 
However, throughout his life he always had an eye out on the nation’s youth - the same 
people who comprise our Cadet Program. In addition, everything else, he also founded an 
aviation program at Philander Smith College and later helped form the Milton Pitts 
Crenchaw Aviation Training Academy. Dr. Crenchaw said “Proper education and exposure 
to the world of aviation will ensure for our youth the attainment of careers in the field of 
Aero sciences and aeronautics. We must feed that hunger for experience and need well 
above the norm.” It is in his honor and his vision that this squadron, the Crenchaw 
Memorial Squadron (SWR-AR-801), was formed and operates. 
 
Black History Month is a month to challenge the fallacies that continue to plague collective 
thinking as well as racial negativity.  We are not elevating a particular group above another 
during a heritage month, we are striving to overcome the failures of the past and look for 



ways to keep our rich and diverse tapestry of American culture together and, hopefully, 
even put another brick in the foundation of the future. 
 
For more information about Black History Month: History.com - Black History Month 

 
For more information about Dr. Crenchaw: Encyclopedia of Arkansas - Milton P Crenchaw 

 
For more information black aviation pioneers, with a focus on Black Aviators in 
Arkansas:  Arkansas Pioneers in Flight: African Americans in Aviation from the Natural 
State, 1932- 1953 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-facts
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/milton-pitts-crenchaw-4925/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/arkansas-pioneers-flight-african-americans-aviation-natural-state-1932-1953/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/arkansas-pioneers-flight-african-americans-aviation-natural-state-1932-1953/

